The magnitude of adhesion-related problems.
Adhesions perhaps should be considered to be the most frequent complication of abdominopelvic surgery. The incidence is well documented but the burden to the cost of healthcare is not given the recognition it deserves. For any other disease or operation, with a recognized complication with such a high incidence, a prophylactic therapy or preventative strategy would be recommended if not mandatory. Adhesions occur in over 95% of all abdominal operations and can account for up to 6% of all readmissions. The problem affects all ages and exists for the life of the patient.